The three day programme covered various aspects of Palliative care like awareness, learning, deciding right and caring until the very end. The conference was a platform for well over 950 participants from 17 Countries, 18 States and 4 Union territories within India, to interact and share their expertise.
The wheels were set rolling just after the Pune conference in February 2016. Dr Chitra Venkateswaran, Dr Odette Spruyt and Dr Charu Singh joined us as scientific chairs during the Pune conference. It was our aim to make this conference accessible to not just doctors and nurses but also to volunteers and other health care professionals who have lot to contribute to improving Palliative Care in our Country. We invited several new national and international speakers with diversity and quality in mind.
Pre-conference WorkshoPs
Five workshops were conducted on the 8 th and 9 th of February. The EPEC Paediatric and research mentoring workshops were conducted by TMH. Introduction to Palliative Care for nurses and leadership skills for volunteers, both workshops were conducted at the Raksha Hospice. The "Palliative care for all-all diseases, all stages and all settings" workshop was conducted for Hospital and Family doctors, nurses and Health Care providers. This programme had speakers from IMA, AFPI and IPPCN introducing the concepts of Palliative Care. Various models of delivering Palliative Care were also presented during the event. The workshops were accredited by the Tamil Nadu Medical and Nursing Council and were highly rated by all the participants.
conference (10-12 th feb 2017)
Venue Hall E, Codissia. A huge 4000 sq.mts exhibition area was partitioned into three sound proof halls over the span of 3 days for the conference. The huge space available was appreciated by everyone. A brief introductory talk was followed by questions from the audience and the session generated several useful discussions over various challenges and developments required.
oral PresentatIons
The best 3 abstracts chosen by reviewers were given opportunity to present during the plenary. 42 presentations were chosen from a whole lot of abstracts submitted by students, volunteers, doctors, nurses and other Health Care professionals. All presentations were scored by the respective chairs and three best presentations were awarded during the Valedictory function. 1 st Prize: Treatments given to patients in the last month of their lives at a Regional Cancer Centre in India. Author: Dr Jean Jacob.
2
nd Prize: A clinical audit of the pain management and it's documentation among patients receiving care at an Oncology Centre in Rural Gujarat: Dr Dinesh Kumar.
3
rd Prize: Change in adaptive behaviours of chronically ill children through psychological interventions: Dr Janaki K Neelakandan. Thanks to all our chairs and our abstract reviewers: Dr Sushma Bhatnagar, Prof Jane Phillips, Dr Lulu Mathews, Dr Shoba Nair, Dr S K Chaturvedi, Prof Julia Downing, Dr. Carol Douglas.
Poster PresentatIons
90 chosen posters were displayed over two days. Judges had a tough time in choosing the best three of the lot. 
conclusIon
The IAPCON 2017 with record breaking number of attendees, high ranking speakers from across the globe and in depth discussions on pressing challenges facing Palliative Care in India, was declared as a grand success by those in attendance. The event was successful in achieving all the objectives which was set out for.
The conference committee wishes to acknowledge with its deep sincere gratitude to all the support extended from the IAPC, G. Kuppuswamy Naidu Hospital Management, the Coimbatore Cancer Foundation trust, sponsors, faculty, delegates and all supporters who made this happen.
IAPCON organising and scientific committee members
The success of this conference was an outcome of 12 months of meticulous planning and hard work by a team of efficient and dedicated members, whose vision was to promote and improve access to Palliative Care locally and nationally. The conference committee would like to thank all the members below for their outstanding commitment to the success of IAPCON 2017.
